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Donation activities and social contributions of the Japanese business

community: focusing on reconstruction activities
after earthquake disasters in Japan
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Abstract

This study aims to examine how business communities contribute toward society through donations, and it
focuses on cases of reconstruction activities after earthquake disasters in Japan. “Donation” has not been the
main theme of research on business management so far in Japan because, in the modern era, the nation-state
system has replaced donation with tax, and it is managed in the public sector. However, as neoliberal policy has
progressed globally, in Japan as well, the welfare budget has been reduced with the aim of fostering small
government. In addition, tax revenue itself is decreasing due to a sharp decline in the population and a super-
aging society. Moreover, successive natural disasters over the past 30 years have imposed a heavy fiscal
burden on the Japanese government. Due to reductions in the national budget, donations by both individuals
and business corporations, along with social impact investments, are now considered indispensable in Japan.

Therefore, in this paper, we will first examine the trend of donations in Japan, followed by the trend of
donations towards natural disasters by business corporations, and then the donation acts of the 1% Club in the
2011 Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami. The paper concludes by presenting that corporate donations serve to
involve the companies in public social relations beyond economically rational exchanges, playing a role in

embedding these acts in society.
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