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How to Use Twitter to Make Fan-friends through ‘Ensei (Fan Tourism)’

Marsuba Misa

This paper analyses the interviews of university students who engage in ‘Ensei (fan

tourism)’, while focusing on their interpersonal relationships. These students mainly
use Twitter to get information regarding events and their tickets, as well as to make
new fan-friends (friends who are also fans of ‘Oshi’, an entertainer).When the students
contact a stranger on Twitter and get to meet them face-to-face as fan-friends, they
try a variety of methods to find out about the other person’s age, gender, ‘passion’ for
Oshi, and so on. Moreover, they use multiple Twitter accounts to manage their rela-
tionships with acquaintances and fan-friends separately, by modifying the social
settings and controlling the self-disclosure information.
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