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The Action of the Beg Officials in Yarkand under
the Control of the Qing Focusing on the Defense against
the Campaign of Muhammad Yiasuf (1830)

KONO Atsushi

In 1759, the Qing conquered South Xinjiang, where many Turkic Muslims lived. The
Qing appointed begs, influential Turkic Muslims, as officials. Under the control of the
Qing, beg officials administered South Xinjiang. The Kashgar Khwaja family,
descendants of Makhdiam-i A‘zam, resisted the Qing troops and escaped from the
country. From the 1820s to the 1860s, the Kashgar Khwaja family attacked the
western cities of South Xinjiang, including Kashgar, Yangi Hisar, Yarkand, and Khotan,
with the assistance of the Khogand Khanate.

This article examines the actions of the beg officials in the defense of Yarkand
District against the campaign of Muhammad Yasuf It shows that, under the
supervision of Qing imperial agent Bichang, ‘Abd al-Rahman, the hakim beg at Yarkand,
and other beg officials, gained the cooperation of the akhunds, islamic religious leaders,
and foreigners such as the people of Badakhshan. They mobilized Turkic Muslim
troops and residents to defend Yarkand District and Huicheng, the muslim city, from
Khwaja armies. As a result, the beg officials succeeded in defending some parts of the
district and the city. The author argues that the beg officials took effective measures to
defend the villages and the muslim city in Yarkand.
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