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From Coolie to Labor:
The Image of Chinese People in Hirabayashi Taiko’s
Manchuria Experiencing Literature

LI Yannan
It was in 1924 when Hirabayashi Taiko went to Manchuria at the age of 19. This travel to
Manchuria is the only Chinese experience of Taiko, and it is the origin of the image of
Chinese people written by Taiko. She had only described Chinese as the other in both works
of “Abandon” and “In Treatment Room”, but in “Laying Train”, they are written as a member of
the proletariat in the world as well as Japanese workers. Taiko described their awakening,
frustration and victory of class consciousness against Japanese imperialism. Unfortunately, in
“Laying Train”, they are vividly portrayed as revolutionaries, but as individuals, they are only
vague and typed symbols.
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