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“No taxation without law” is an important legal principle. However, grammatical interpretation

is often necessary to understand the text. The Tax Law frequently omits subjects. For example,
article 34 paragraph 2 of the Income Tax Law does not define “payer.” As a result, an issue arose
in court as to whether that section should only apply to cases in which the taxpayer pays the
expense him or herself. There is no choice but to construct a definition by engaging in
grammatical interpretation, even though such matters are supposed to be written in the law.

This article presents the “The Case of the Nittsu kacho” to ponder the problem of interpreting

the Tax Law.
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