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Exploring “Nascent Moments” in Field Research: Malinowski’s

“Imponderabilia” and Latour’s “Sociology of Association”

Suzukt Tetsutada

This paper investigates the following question: what kinds of phenomena do we try
to understand in the research field through the concept of “nascent moments”? This
paper focuses on the term “imponderabilia” (something that cannot be weighed),
conceptualized by Bronislaw Kasper Malinowski, the Polish anthropologist who is
deemed to be the founder of field research methods. It discusses Malinowski’s
attempts to understand the attitudes of local peoples through deliberate observation of
everyday behaviors and particular sets of actions in rituals. Further, the paper
considers Bruno Latour’s “sociology of association,” in which the idea of “the social” as
a specific domain is rejected and the arguments of tracing “the social” as uncertain
processes and outcomes in the research field are elaborated. Further, this paper
discusses the focus of Latour’s approach on “in between” actors rather than those
“behind” or “above” the fields of action. Lastly, it is argued that description is a hard
but essential part of fieldwork for exploring the nascent moments of actors’ mental
attitude and actor-network formations.
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