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Is Culture Left Behind? Some Reflections on the Position of Culture i

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) from

a Viewpoint of International Law

KuBonmwa Satoshi

This article focuses on the position of culture in the United Nations development
agenda, which is often referred to as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). To
achieve this end, the article firstly traces their history and examines how they corre-
late with international law (I ). The article then observes weak and insufficient inclu-
sion of culture in the SDGs and explores the factors that made this happen (1II).
Based on the distinction of the concept of Sustainable Development (SD) from that of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the article lastly argues that cultural
aspects of the SDGs should be reconsidered from a perspective of the principle of
integration, a core component of the concept of Sustainable Development. This leads
us to conceive correlation of cultural aspects of the SDGs with other three aspects of
Sustainable Development, i.e., its economic, environmental and social aspects and will
clarify the position of culture in the concept of Sustainable Development in a post-
2030 world (II).
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