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Synopsis

This paper focuses on finding a new interpretation of Indian representation in The Scarlet Letter. Few
scholars have studied the Indian representation in this work. One of the few, however, is Sacvan
Bercovitch, who finds wildness in Pearl and the image of a renovator in Hester Prynne. In recent years,
the mainstream argument has been made by Renée Bergland that Hawthorne is a white supremacist
who describes Indians as ghosts in his works. However, by analyzing the Indian representation in “The
Customs House” and The Scarlet Letter in relation to the historical background of the early American
colonies and Hawthorne’s ancestors, it is possible to argue that Hawthorne wanted to reconcile whites
with Indians.

The historical facts that Hawthorne used in The Scarlet Letter are also mentioned in “Main Street,”
which is arguably a criticism of the “manifest destiny.” It can be inferred that the same criticism
underlies his view of history in The Scarlet Letter. And a “secret sin” offers new framework to interpret
this work in addition to adultery which is the main thematic paradigm in this work. The “secret sin”
indicates whites’ prosecution of Indians derived from European colonialism.

The main argument of this essay is that Arthur Dimmesdale and Hester are the expressions of the
psychological conflict of the Puritans and their descendants regarding the “secret sin” in the 17th and
19th centuries, respectively. Arthur can be interpreted as a suffering minister between brutal
colonialism and humanity, and as indicating Hawthorne’s reluctance to acknowledge the crimes
committed by the Puritans including his ancestors against Indians, while Hester will be interpreted as
expressing catholic sisters who could not protect Indians and progressive woman such as Margaret
Fuller.

At the conclusion of this conflict, Author’s death and Hester’s survival as a good counselor mean that
Hawthorne was not a white supremacist but was sympathetic to Indians and wanted reconciliation. He
shows his pacifist regard toward Indians in this work.
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