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Introduction of Sewing Machine during the Opening Period of Korea

YI Hyeong Nang

This paper considers the acceptance of home-use sewing machine in Korea during its
opening period between 1876 and 1910.

The first user is Kim Yong-Won, who is called as “Civilization Pioneer” (Kaika no Koushi).
Searching for the exact date of his first use, this paper investigates his footsteps of visiting
Japan.

In addition, analyzing the emergence of sewing machine dealers, the complexion of girls’
high schools and clothiers which were the main users of sewing machines and the process
and characteristics of Singer sewing machine in Korea, this paper reveals a specific aspect of
Korea society in the era.
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