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The Current Situation and Characteristics of Book Indexes in the
Humanities and Social Sciences in Japanese Book Publishing

Kovama Kenji

The purpose of this study is to clarify the current situation and characteristics of book
indexes in Japanese book publishing and to examine research methods for book indexes.
Of the 665 books in the field of society listed by Jinbunkai (the association of publishers
for the humanities) in 2008, 556 books held by Chuo University Library were examined
to determine whether they had book indexes. The conditions for the presence or absence
of book indexes were analyzed in terms of subject field, number of pages, price, and pub-
lisher. The results indicated that approximately 60% of the books had a book index or
more, suggesting that the availability of book indexes varied by subject field, number of
pages, price, and publisher. These factors may have been influenced by the publishing
policies of the publishers and the editorial policies of the editors. It is not possible to
make a judgment based on this survey alone. In addition, the research methods remain

an issue for further study.
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