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On the Relationship between Social Research Methods and
Discourse Analysis: Toward the Method for

Understanding Others, Introduction

ISHIWATA Hiroshi

This paper aims for representing the methodological issues on the relationship between
social research and discourse analysis. In Japanese academic context, discourse analysis is not
always regarded as a part of social research methodology, while both of them aim for searching
others and events. As the introduction of this research, this paper proposes the possibility of
integrating both methodologies toward a comprehensive research method for understanding
others. As this paper shows, discourse analysis as a method of defining the threshold of
discursive space makes clear the social position of the analyst with enhancing his/her ethical
stance against his/her research. Under the context of the crisis of social research where
researchers are often encountering the refusal of being researched by his/her informants,
the author hypothesizes that discourse analysis and its effect must contribute to represent the
researchers’ stance toward his/her informants in their research. In conclusion, in order to
prove this hypothesis, this paper argues that further research should be conducted on the issue
of how the problematization of this paper can be applied to the discourse of research ethics and

the practice of social research.
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