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China’s Diplomatic Endeavors:
Expanding Influence through the Exploitation
of Climate Change Challenges

Timva Yumi

Emphasizing its status as a developing nation with no historical responsibility for
climate change, China has long enjoyed differentiated responsibility. However, with
China's economic growth and increasing greenhouse gas emissions, the international
community now demands a greater share of responsibility. Under Xi Jinping's administra-
tion, China has engaged in more proactive diplomacy, seeking to expand its global influ-
ence and voice, demonstrating a more assertive response than in the past. In recent
years, climate change issues have been given special significance in Chinese diplomacy.
Advocating for the Community of Common Destiny for Mankind, Harmonious Coexistence
Between Humans and Nature, and the construction of Global Ecological Civilization,
China views climate change-related assistance and collaboration as pillars in its quest to
strengthen its influence on other countries. Concurrently, addressing climate change has
become one of the areas where China, while adhering to its identity as a developing
nation, is most confident in demonstrating leadership. This paper elucidates the some-
what contradictory position of China, attempting to play a leading role in global climate
change response while avoiding significant burdens as a developing country, and exam-

ines how China maintains this paradoxical state while pursuing proactive diplomacy.
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HENEES <, [HB7Z20 50D 2 BT ORI ZO5EESNCOE#E LT&/ £
(B SEA B SK) (UNFCCC) & t#laks B IR S 278 e DT O SUBEEH L ¥ —
LTI, JeEE L R FEOWER XS BE0ER) ZRiits LTwizo, PEIZEE
DEREZTTLOICHLPELRNEEO L VWEER FETHL I L 2mAL, HIIIRE
BLEEZ V= TOREHETH LD L) IRL B TEIz 72721, SR TP HIRE
OBEZ AT 2 2 EAHNE SNTW2E2L L, ERICBW TR REZ %Y Hig T
EV) NTER B2 S, REZEREE S ) 2L b TELHEBOE (= AL F —BOR R BEEE
BoR) #FEMiLC&7. ok BRERELYHTRENET 2O A ILAT 2 hEICA LT,
EBEHE2 51 L D KRELAETOAHEEROLENIET Y, HEIZE > THEABEEBFEITH
M EINAISOMETIE 2 <, KA GZEREVEREO L) Ik Twnore.

BUEHENE, M5 1M ORERRAT APHLETH 1, KEEFROBR SR 2T
INEVELTE, HEOHCREBIEZ < L THAROFERE LAY 5 2 L XL
ZoTwah, INETHENL, — A7) OPFHEIMKIRE LTNEWT LR OED L) I2FH
LT EbHo72hs, 20194FED— AN ) O T LRE (CO,) HEHEIZT76 tIEL, i
RLBMNES (BU) O, FLAFIVRARLT IV AR E—HOSEEZ B2 LKL >
TWwaY, ZNEFTH L, HRE 2 MORFRETH LHEIL, He Rl TAE 2 EBRYE
BHEFHFOREE LTERELTWA 2 &b, BEEEEE L TRENABELOAZRT L
WO RIS N o T h. F72, MEIE S S BT FERE T C L) Rl 2458 %
ML, EBOREEDERENOEL LK HIELTB Y, 2O COREEEMERFT 5 [
JeFEME | O EHIBFE SN L) I B SN,

K512, TAELABELEHREIIHENICE o THEN 2 ERG VIS SR Tws. NEE
LR N & HROE R, 70— NV R RS OB A, SESE AN
itz HIESHEIC L o T, [UEEBMEOEYRHIELOHE R >TwD. LT, Sk

1) “CO, emissions (metric tons per capita),” The Word Bank, <https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/
EN.ATM.CO2E.PC> Accessed March 28, 2023.
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ZRHRISICB T, SR EEE L CRERAHE BT 200 b8 kEZ2 R L T2
FEORLRTIE Lz VHOW R BRL, TESZOTE LZIREZ RS 255, L0kHic
R 2 BB L TV A 2o THE L Tw (2.

1. [BEEBEISICEEZ DT 72H 7

(1) MESEMEEMEIX b

BRI B A &KEOVEE ST AETFTLVD 12, FhL7- v a7 )by
TN T DR LS ETVOETES A, COGMIETIVICL D &, ERIIFICH R
T —=ThY, FigE I A ML L CTEEMICTEIZ ET S LIRE SN, BRE/ACCH
2BV THENT AR 2 BEE5TE & HEEIR T A b OEA W EERE L CEREIICECE & H
A, BAEIIZIE, ERIZ4DIEEET 52 EHTE, BIEMSEC 2 X PRV ERIE [H#
1% | (pushers), MEEMENE < I A M EWERIE [HHE] (intermediates), NEggPEAMK
CaRMFEVERIE [ ] (draggers), Maiitka k< a2 M SRV EZRIE [HE#H ]
(bystanders) &7 0155 & LTwa, [HEMER ] HSEBSM 2 REBHNICREBN 2 —H T, [K
i EEmRTh 5. [HHHE D, EENRBREREICSNT 24 vy 74 7263 575,
KELRIZAPOAMIITWEBYTH L WREMEN D D, [HEE] 31 vy T7 4 TIhEnd
OOAR OS2 H [FOE] L0 SRR 7 73 % D W REMED S 5. SUBEEENII 2
IZoWT, ML a A M LT =5 2B L RIS L2 7 bL 7 - a7 v o
(2018) Tix, 2020 4FHf RO HEIOSMBEE BN 03 2 MEFsthi B <, IRERR T AP
B & 2 EFIEAIIRE Wz, WENE TRE] 12742 EfmiiTws?,
FTRCOEOTBEEENLDVIGZ, COFZEET VARG TUIE S LITF R AR5, HED
CHETHEOEBICHBN TH 722 LG E LTUIEHTH Y, BIET D RBMERH DR
We L TEAFHEIN T ERS [RE] LOFHEIAEHEDF A 2. AT, K
BT DI EIC DV TIE, IO REDSBORILEZE DM TED L ) ICf#E I T»
2ODPEVHBEDEETH L, NEORERROLIET, [BEEIHIRT 5 BB FH
D LR BRI S, PEIBIFIZEEZEN N T 5 M I oW BRI 2 1T-> T D,

2) A, FEROWLFL [TMEOSBELEINE —EEBRICBIT57 A4 7Y 74 74 L ERRER
DZEE—] (2022 4F, PILKF) OETITHE 1B L 6 BO—HBICKIRICINEBIEZ MR 72D TH 5.

3) Sprinz, Detlef F., et al, “Major Countries,” in Luterbacher, Urs and Detlef F. Sprinz eds., Global
Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts, and Enduring Challenges (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2018),
pp. 171-216.
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T El DV RE BB A BURFRI SR OV (IPCC) SHliiss &Y o h ERLOER 2 B g L T3
TV PEBBLAEDIZ20024E 1280 & Th D, [RIEZB M SR H 5E 7 L —
T RRESN, SV — TRICEFERNFEAMREE, 87V — TRICERKNPERSRR
FEBERPERFBERIPEESRE LT, BrEaidt, PERSR, BERGRE, S5, E
RERUWER RS, ERESRERR, BEM, RERT, KA, ERKER, EZRFER,
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B ORI T A HESRBEWEHME] O3 20v 7 v a vy o), BEIZEL Tw A RELS)
D E LT 1950 FALEREIN RO A 14 ~32mm LR LTwE 2L, S4HOT
W& LT 2020 4EIIE P EOAEPIERA 1] ~ 21 T RA L, LEOKRE R RERRHEL
LB ERERENST. ZLT, BEIIAEENS 2008 FEED [HESBELEEIGIC
M3 5ECR LATE)] o T, RENE [RELEOELZE IS L CREH2EN 1 2] Lo
AR EN TV Y,

[REEBER B RE] 1L, 0% 2 RIETFOMENEFEA 2008 4F 12 A IZMHE) L,
2011 4F 11 HICHRAAE SN2, 2 L O 3 RIS E 13 2012 4E 8 A 7 & M A5G &

4) IPCC FHMiIREHFOIERIZS L Lo E AWIZEE X, % 1 k& H (1990 4F) T I A, 5 2 kiR
HE (1995 4F) TIE 11 A, 88 3 wikis# (2001 4F) TIX 19 A, % 4 ks (2007 47) TlE 28 A,
B 5 R E (2013 ~ 2014 4F) T3 43 A CTH o 72, HEEAFIZ BRSPS 2 KHEBICEIE LT
IPCC FHiHS H DO AT LCHEHEEZ 1TV, BUFIZ 7 4 — KNy 7 28I S 4720, TPCC FHIiR
OFEF BT R WIeE, K¥ 2 CCMESE E RSS20 T57:0, BFRREE, adhk
DLRMBEBIEICE T 2 AT L3 23 L > T b, BE [EREAFELILRS BT ENEELE
TLIBRIZE | TR B i gedEle] 55 13 8% 1 1], 2017 4F, 90 H.

5) HEHTEIHG [ A AR ) S 2L E R AR (2002.12.17) 1 Il SR TS B, 2002
412 A 17 H, <http://www.ccchina.org.cn/Detailaspx?newsld=7496&TId=57> (i #& 7 7 + X :
2023 4-3 7 30 H) ¢ SRS [ RF A S A AL SR E R AR AT e | b E R A 545 A,
2006 4E 12 H 27 H, <http://www.ccchina.org.cn/Detailaspx?newsld=7922&TId=57> (&7 7 £ A
2023 43 A 30 H).

6) TEHIZRI88%. ™E, wiisHE, 90 H.

7) [CRBEZEACE RGNS ) Eoe] I N RIFIERA B, 2007 484 H 9 H, <http://www.
most.gov.cn/ztzl/jqinjp/injpgzjz/jnjpgzjzbm/200704/t20070409_55762.html> (#x# 7 7 & A 1 2023 4E
3H30H).

8) P N RILANE E R B AR [ EDS R A L ECE 5ATE) (FEE) (2008) ) HiE AR
LA B e 190 282, 2008 4, 6 H.

9) ®I'536%%EE LCHIfE. W=, mEdE, 90 H.
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LT YA 7 &#E (COP2T) THEMEDH A ANy FHEESNLY., S0 X))o
ETl, BEOBUFIBM & RSB S EOMBEICS5 LT (@RS NC), EMWN
WCRBEEB DS 2T 5 BT AR EZ TR L b, /2, 29 LR
ERRR I EEREEHRETOT MR E LTORHAEND L) 12k > T,
SUEEBNCR T 2 MEFSE O &, F o5 EE REN B CRATE & AR EIR AT E
THDLEOBHFIEE o722 L5, 2013 FEIIEHETHO TOMISHKIZHE T 2B GET
» 5 [ERZGELBHBESEE] bAKENTWEY, [ERKELEHEICE ]| o TIdamE
KECET H2HEICOWT, [1990 FRLE, PETEA LIZREAL 2 EORBEREICLD
ERFE R FRIE 2000 EARITCZ#@ 2, 2000 ALLEORZE XL TnwE] LERE
NTWaY, b, 2022 FICIERIRO [ERLBELEMEIGH 2035) AAKRSN TV,
— T, FEEBIHIET AT A M LTI, (43 RARELHEREESRY | ofTid,
5511 % 5 A 4ERTIEAR 2 CO, HEHE 2 1t BT 2 2 & 12 167 & AR IO M B A DS LBE T
H, 2010 E2> 5 2030 FE OB EE O TFIEDI#IS T A T A ME 5000 fEARTIZEST S
EARENTWAY, F72, MEOKBEEBN I, FICEEL TRV F -SRI K
LCWh720, WRKOMIGT A MIAREERLETHEIIBITAREMEILHLEEZLNS.
HEFES OREMBE &L, HARZICERY, BAWIIT T E 2L 5 OMIE O EMEE & 2T
LB NEL—KHETHL. b L EHETIE, ML OEER U L) ITH RS
En LIIREEETH Y, BEEEERDOMESEERELE 2o Tz F72, ARSI
VARAE L 72 i3s3 & TR O A 8 <0 BE S % R RN S sR S il L S R WIS b 1), TR e £
FRYEAL L 724 ARIE L 72 5 T 72 REEOHEEICS  OFBHHIE S, BIFHEL

10) [ REFER (=AU BALEZREFMd S )] WIS/, 2014 4 12 7] 8 H, <https://china.caixin,
com/2014-12-07/100760051 html> (Ff&7 7 £ A 1 2023 43 H 28 H).

11 [{BEMR A BRI ER MRS ) LI (BE ESBEALIELE AR ) 527 REH T RS
(COP27) vl %847 | 3 N R LM E BF 22 Flr 56, 2022 47 11 A 17 H, <https://most.gov.cn/
kjbgz/202211/t20221117_183556.html> (Fz#%7 7 £ A : 202343 H 29 H).

12) ZoXEL, K=Y F - vy 7 ToOR#ESE (COPL3) R IhEAEMRLZY A F
AN FTHEERSIN, WEICE, ERERYCERES, WEBES, (RSl A BERES, 2 EiEs,
AKFIER, HESETE, Mg, [BR, WEERO IFEMASmL 7.

13) i N\RILHIEERFERMGER B [EIRE B2 LN ] 2013 45 11 1, 3 H.

14) ANRM T EZEA (2R A BEECER MY )] PESKRF, 2014412 7 H, <http//
www.cma.gov.cn/2011xwzx/201 1xqxxw/201 1xqxyw/201412/t20141207_269047 html> (Fi#&7 7 & A :
202343 H 28 H).

15)  FUIGNEE [Husy 20 S e 0 se A E R Lot 3 ) [HhRHEmTge] 66 (1), 2014 4, 53-74 H.
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HEXERWICES T LI ENTEL0L, HEOXKBELEN KON MACHEEZD L)
W7o 726 Th b, TOHRITIL, FRTHEMRANORY KA & FAETREL AV F — BOR OB
DEENHHEEZ 5.

9, PEIC K 2RO AL, R EEL OBMETREVER LS ), B
ROEITRERI RS F5T AFEREE 2> T b, KEEEREHE LT, ik
EZDFEERRD 1 DIHESNTE,

HETIE, HSHEBUE T CRERENOBEHLEIMEH L 220, SUELEH R b AR5
MESND LI ofz, [ N RILAE E AR & AR 11Kk 5 # FFTE (2006 ~
2010 48) I IF R BEEBIC S b 2 BARM 2 BEE (ks D) & LTGDP 47 D)
F—iHHm % 2005 F LT 20%HIK T 5 2 & & HIRBE B 2005 F LT 20%123 2 2 & 5548
o, FoEELHEO—IC [TRENRT AOHMENI KT, L] EHEINT .
A A EFHINE BT O TRBELFRIENOMIS2SHREL S /2 2 L2z, ZoBRAERSIN:
[ERBEERFES 11 k5 VAEEHH ] 128 WTY, [HERK, RAMEIROLRES O A RE R
Tud s FEplEHmE gL, TMEFERERE SO, REWRIDUEZ NS, [EET
DOBWISFE ) ZEO L | Z BTN F/2, 200949 A 22 HI2iE, SHSERREEST
AV HOZ 2 —a— 7 THRMESNZERRELZET I v MIBWT, O TREZERE L
T CO,BEHHIB HIEICE L L7228, SBPENNS 4 20#ED ) b3 DHE LT [Hk

16) 72721, —HOWRE TILILBNENEFEI A P THR2 S ORHF TR THLETL2500H 5.
Bl zZ1X, 202041 S, X)) =5 FREZa—N) - 2A5FEY T4 - k¥ — (CGS) H
EERFERYLEZR R ANF -5 (ERD, FILEIRY L ORFEMEORRE LT [HEIC
B DI 2 Ak OB BEBEIE © Wit 77 2 N TE OFHMIGiC X 2 FEBR T RE g | & ET 20
JeEE A K L, 2050 4F % T2 2 CRU LS CHILDA K IIFEE DB EE L AS LB /N & 7%
W CEBWEETH S & 90T L7z, Cui, Ryna, et al, A High Ambition Coal Phaseout in China:
Feasible Strategies through a Comprehensive Plant-by-Plant Assessment, The University of
Maryland Center for Global Sustainability (CGS), 2020.

17) Chen, Chi, et al,, “China and India lead in greening of the world through land-use management,”
Nature sustainability 2.2, 2019, pp. 122-129.

18) [ e A\ J St ] o] B A0 35 A AL 4 56 b 45 1 — M AL AR B B 22 1 o e N RO (6] v e R B,
<http://www.gov.cn/gongbao/content/2006/content_268766.htm> (&7 7 -+ 2 :2023 45 3 H 28 H).
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T&H o 72 HREBAYICFER SN T S 72, SUEEEIR R ISR S 3 1B bR RETH R 3R
FEOBBO B O 72D IZHTE L T AL STV D EALIGEEIC DWW, HEEUF 3
WA CEDORREE 7 E— IV LT A, I1HTO 2022 SRR [ ESBEZ B IS 2B 9 5 BUk
EATEN] 12X, FMBEERLFERA Ny 70 EE 5 30 FEFTHINL TW5 2 EPREE
B sEORE L LCHR s neY.

512, FEPERESEH CRICHEOMRMA LBHE L TWEDIE, KELREESLAIIFEEICN
KEINDLIHETRELANVTF—~OWYHMATHL. 9, PHEIZ 1997 FO Rt (COP3)
TEHIREIN - FHEEZE TR SN2 ) — VIS A 1 = X4 (CDM) Dl B % R s 4 12 F)
LT, MEOEGREM AT L 22285 ERIZB W THATRET AV F— DRSS LA
72, ZLTC, ARKDEENOKFEZER S, B SO 5 AR AV —0E 4
O A TE 2, FEENBE2S L, PESESFHATNEL ALV —THIZEA
L, PEEBW2 S OFRECHBGE 22050, ERAMIB T L WS 24 ) LT 724658,
R TIIFAETREL AV F —OMEEEIF SR Shiz, b e b & PERESKRELEEN
W) 9 2 &2 % o 72N 22 2281E, 1990 FRFZLIZ A Y TWMRT LY —F =754
NVEREIZFIST 2 kg & LT, WEASEIIHFORNSL -2 Th-72". ZokhER
DR O KRG ICFEEN G Z S L2720 T, il iez %% BIgd P EEHFOFEKIC
L0 ENTE b 20RICIER L 7.

N, 2007 4R IS FRAETTBE T L ¥ — ORFH B THRE 1 fr e 2 - 727, 2007 4F £ 5 213,
EHEAELY 7V — T RET L [ERFAGELZE R E A - JEREREIGIEE 7 v — 7| %5%
BL7ZY, fRE7V—TOTIC [RBEEEHHMREZERR] v ) HBREHEERELZD, HE
B PR EL B I AR D B L2 TH D, Tz, 2008 FICITEREEUELRR
KOTI, BEZNV—TOHFEHEGZ &ORMELTIS 2B [RELExISHE] 23
ZEENsz, oF D HRENL, SEEEISOREAZ BT TICHAT BT A OV F — 35 T
Ra#EGTBELZET TV EIl%s, 29 LHATRELAVF —FITORRICAE

19) e R IGRIEAE BEBRES [P DG o S22 (L BOR 547 8) — 2022 4ty ] 2022 48, 2 H.

20) Fialka, John, “Why China Is Dominating the Solar Industry,” Scientific American, December 19, 2016,
<https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/why-china-is-dominating-the-solar-industry/> Accessed
March 30, 2023.

21) ARB#H TH e A =R WA A BRI ] Hh S ZR 0 AE B, 2008 429 H 8 H,
<http://www.ccchina.org.cn/Detail aspx?newsId=10195& TId=57> (fx#7 7t A:2023 43 H 30 H).
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24) Burck, Jan, et al., Climate Change Performance Index 2023, Germanwatch, 2022.
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