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The Military Convention between Japan and
Thailand just before the Pacific War

SATO Motoei
The main objective of this paper is to clarify the reason why the military
convention between Japan and Thailand was made, and why the Japanese
Government did not declare war against the American Government. From Kota
Bharu, Japanese troops were to strike southward down the Malayan west coast to
seize Singapore, gateway to the resources of the Netherlands East Indies, from the
British Empire in Southeast Asia. the resources of the Netherlands East Indies.
Japanese forces headed for Singapore needed to violate Thailand’s neutrality at
Singora (Songkhla), a strategic port north of Kota Bharu on the Gulf of Siam, in
the Kra Isthmus area of southern Thailand. The entire southern operation was
premised on the violation of international law with respect to two major powers
(the United States and Britain) and a minor but diplomatically active third power,
Thailand. Fully aware of these operational imperatives, and uncertain if Thailand
would enter the war on Japan’s side rather than Britain’s, Emperor Hirohito and
Foreign Minister Togo removed from the imperial proclamation of war rescript the
clause on respect for international law.
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