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Ian McEwan’s Atonement and the Tallis House
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The vastness of the night beyond the house, the dark trees, the
welcoming shadows, the cool new-mown grass — all this had been
reserved, he had designated it as belonging exclusively to himself and



Cecilia. It was waiting for them, theirs to use and claim. (143-144)
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He imagined himself strolling on a smooth, rounded mountain summit,
suspended between two higher peaks. He was in an unhurried,
reconnoitring mood, with time to go to a rocky edge and take a glimpse
of the near-vertical scree down which he would shortly have to throw
himself. It was a temptation to leap into clear space now, .... She was
calling to him, inviting him, murmuring in his ear. Exactly so. They
would jump together. He was with her now, peering into an abyss, and
they saw how the scree plunged down through the cloud cover. Hand in

hand, they would fall backwards. (138)
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But what was guilt these days? It was cheap. Everyone was guilty, and no
one was. No one would be redeemed by a change of evidence, for there
weren’t enough people, enough paper and pens, enough patience and
peace, to take down the statements of all the witnesses and gather in the
facts. The witnesses were guilty too. All day we've witnessed each other’s
crimes. You killed no one today? But how many did you leave to die? (261)
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