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Wandering Girl in the Labyrinth or Hell
in Elizabeth Bowen’s The Death of the Heart
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That morning’s ice, no more than a brittle film, had cracked and was
now floating in segments. These tapped together or, parting, left
channels of dark water, down which swans in slow indignation swam.”
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She sees a good deal of grass for a snake to be in. There does not seem
to be a single thing that she misses and there’s certainly not a thing that
she does not miscount. (DH, 12)
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He had got knit up with Irene in a sort of dream wood, but the last thing

he wanted was to stay in that wood for ever. (DH, 19)
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the past is veiled from us by illusion. It is that which we seek. It is not
the past but the idea of the past which draws us.”
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Everywhere, she heard an unliving echo: she entered one of those

— 180 —



[GOBE] ST EZ2HPHE—T v OWRD Y
pauses in the life of a house that before tea time seem to go on and on.
(DH, 22)
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Each movement had a touch of exaggeration, as though some secret
power kept springing out. At the same time she looked cautious, aware
of the world in which she had to live. (DH, 29)
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In this airy vivacious house, all mirrors and polish, there was no place
where shadows lodged, no point where feeling could thicken. The
rooms were set for strangers’ intimacy, or else for exhausted solitary
retreat. (DH, 42)
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But she only looked through him, and Thomas felt the force of not being
seen...What she did see was the pension on the crag in Switzerland,
that had been wrapped in rain the whole afternoon. (DH, 34)
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For a moment, Portia felt herself stand with her mother in the doorway,
looking at all this in here with a wild askance shrinking eye....
Untaught, they had walked arm-in-arm along city pavements, and at
nights had pulled their beds closer together or slept in the same bed -
overcoming, as far as might be, the separation of birth. (DH, 56)
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‘They’d rather no past — not have the past, that is to say. No wonder they
don’t rightly know what theyre doing. Those without memories don’t
know what is what.” (DH, 80)
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Portia, when Anna looked at straight at her immediately looked away.
This was, as a matter of fact, the first moment since they came in that
there had been any question of looking straight at each other. But
during the conversation about Pidgeon, Anna had felt those dark eyes
with a determined innocence steal back again and again to her face. (DH,
48-49)
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Waikiki, Mrs Heccomb’s house, was about one minute more down the
esplanade. Numbers of windows at different levels looked out of the
picturesque red roof — one window had blown open; a faded curtain was
wildly blowing out (DH, 133)
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Portia’s humble glances discovered such objects as a scarlet portable
gramophone, a tray with a painting outfit, a half-painted lamp shade, a
mountain of magazines ... It was set for tea, but the cake plates were still
empty-Mrs. Heccomb was tipping cakes out of paper bags. (DH, 134)
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In fact, something edited life in the Quayne’s house. (DH, 171)
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The uneditedness of life here at Wikiki made for behavior that was
pushing and frank. (DH, 171)
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The light with malicious accuracy ran round a rim of cuff, a steel bangle
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and made a thumb-nail flash. Not deep enough in the cleft between
their fauteuils Eddie and Daphne were, with emphasis holding hands.
Eddie’s fingers kept up a kneading movement: her thumb alertly
twitched at the joint. (DH, 195)
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Memory is quite unbearable enough, but even so it leaves out quite a
lot. It wouldn’t let one down as gently, even as that if it weren’t more
than half a fake — we remember to suit ourselves. (DH, 249)
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Whatever manias might possess him in solitude, making some haunted
landscape in which cupboards and tables looked like cliffs or opaque
bottomless pools, the effect (at least to a woman) coming in here was
that this was how this fundamentally plain and rather old-fashioned
fellow lived when en pantoufles. (DH, 277-278)
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The Karachi Hotel consists of two Kensington houses, of great height,
of a style at once portentous and brittle, knocked into one - or, rather,
no tknocked, the structure might hardly stand it, but connected by
arches at key points. (DH, 285)
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‘I don’t think you understand: Anna’s always laughing at you. She says
you are quite pathetic. She laughed at your carnations being the wrong
colour, then gave them to me. And Thomas always thinks you must be
after something. Whatever you do, even send me a puzzle, he thinks
that more, and she laughs more. They groan at each other when you
have gone away. You and I are the same.” (DH, 288)
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I swear that each of us keeps, battened down inside himself, a sort
of lunatic giant — impossibly socially, but full-scale — and that it’s the
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knockings and batterings we sometimes hear in each other that keeps
our intercourse from utter banality. Portia hears these the whole time.
(DH, 310)
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All the same, in the stretched mauve dusk of the street there was an
intimation of summer coming — summer, intensifying everything with
its heat and glare. In gardens outside London roses would burn on, with
all else gone in the dusk. (DH, 318)
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