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Peacetime War in Borderland:

The Militarization of Everyday Life in Terms of “Comparatology”

Suzukt Tetsutada

This article examines “militarization of everyday life” in terms of “Comparatology (in
the context of Comparative Studies of Communities and Social Movements)”, focusing
on the Italian and Japanese borderland. We first report some findings from our project
titled “Sociological Explorations on Living Knowledge for a Planetary Society”. Second,
we address an analytical framework with holistic approach, derived by Fernand
Braudel's study on the micro-macro linkages of socio-cultural process. Third, our results
show that the recent states of emergency declared by the Italian and Japanese
governments with respect to their borders have created a favorable public attitude
toward increasing national security. Meanwhile, local inhabitants and activists have
witnessed the obscure process of “militarization of everyday life” at the local and
national levels. In the future, we aim to scrutinize the process of “peacetime war” in

which the soft nationalization of the mass penetrates the daily life.
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